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1. General Rm to' (\A lela’l?

Czechoslovak tank troops are organized in tank bripades, each brigade
consisting of four battalions (three tank battalions and ona motorized
battalion). A motorlzed division congists of one tank brigade and one
motorized brigade. The Tank Corps consists of two tank brigades and one
motorized brisade. Tank brigadss of motorized divisions are equippsd
with the British Cromwells and Challengers; tank bripades of the Tank
Corps have the Soviet T=34's.

b, Locatlon of Tanl Bricades

1) ggngx_z_alg: 23rd Tank Brigade, Zatec, attached to 5th lotorized
, Division, Prague. '

21at Tank Brisade, !lilovice (Strasice), attached to
8th Motorized Division, Kolin.

2) Moravia: 22nd Tank Brigade, Dedice, attached to 3rd Motorized
Division, Kromeriz.

3) Slovakiags 2,th Tank Brigade, Turciansky Svaty Martin, attached
%o 4th Motorized Division, Z1lina.

¢. Tank 8) Morav:
1) 11th Tank Brigade, located in lforavska Trebova.
2) 12th Tank Brisade, located in Sternberk.

d. In addition to tank brigades, there is a nowuly created Infantry Tank
Battalion located at 1filovice, temporarily attached to the 2lat Tank
Brigade, equipped with German Pz Kug IVis (Pangzer Kraftwagen, over 20
tons) which have an excellent 7.5 em gun. The Pz Kug IVig are being
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reralred and assembled from parts left in Czechoslovakia by the Ger—
mans at the Ceskomoravska Kolben-Dansk Plant in Pragus.

e. Furthermore, there is ono Armored Train Battalion with FQ at Milovice
and the Tank Training Contsr at Dedies, comparatively well equipped for
1ts purpose, The Training Center has about 10 Britich tanks (of the
Cromwsll and Challenger types), some American Stuarts, about 7 Russian
T-3,'s and two different types of the Stalin, British methods of train-
ing are used; training manmuals and aids are also from Creat Britain.

2. Materle

In general, German materiel is used in all the tank brigades.

a, Sglf=Fropelled Gung

1) The Panzerjaeger (16 tons), with 7.5 cm gun, s used for training
and firing., {Enough German ammunition is available.) It has a
good gun but a weak motor and cannot follow tanks well over dif-

! fiocult terrain. Its radio sst is unreliable., The Fz Kug III,

’ with & non-revolving turret is, in fact,; a self-propelled gun.
The Pz Kug II1 1s superior to the Panzerjaeger and is to replace
the Pangerjacger in all tank bripgadss. In 1948, the 1lth and 12th
Tank Brigades received 12 Pz Kug III's each,

2) Tank brigades of motorized divisions have, on the average, 45 tanks
of the Cromwll and Challenger types (of which about 20~25 are ser-
vieeable) and 40 Panzerjadgers (about 25 serviceable). A tank bri-
gads, therefore, would now consist of two tank battalions, each
battalion having two companies, sach conpany having 10 or 11 tenks.
The entire brigade would have approximately 50 tanks, half of them of
the British type with 7.5 em. guns and the other half consisting of
the German Panzerjaegers or Pz Kug III's., This number of tanks was
given rractlical tests in field exercises in the camp at M. Libava in
1

°

3) During these field exercises, the Tank Corps put up only onme tank
brigade conslsting of three battallons, each battalion having 24
tanks. There were 68 tanks of ths T-34 typs (including four bor-
rowad from the Tank Training Center), the rest were Panzerjaegers.
The accompanying artillery for this brigade was provided by the 209th
Artillery Regiment from Prevov (threo batteriss). The Soviet T-34
has a good mun (85 mm), a good engine (for maphtha) but a poor radio set
(R-9); in wet weather, the set 1s not serviceables at all bscause of ’
frequent shorts; the set is not reliable even in dry weather,

The following three f.ypes of radioc sets are used:
1) British type 19

2) Russian tyye R-9

3) Germsn type UK (installed in the Panzerjaegers)

The Britlsh sets -~ as the strongest and nost reliahlé_v onsg = are used
for corrmunication between highor headquarters (tank brigade W, division
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and corps HQ). The Russian R-9's are used for commnication within
battalions. During the field exercises in 1948, the German madio
sets, mounted on German vehicles, were used for radio commnication
with the Infantry, the Artillery and the Enginecers. Spocial British
Alr Force sets wore used for commnieation with the Air Force,_'\ .

c. Arpunition

1)} Generally, there is a scarcity of ammunition. In training, Ger-
man ammunition is fired since there is supposed %o be enough of
it left in Czechoslovakia. This smmunition, however, is not ro—
1iable, and there are froquent premature explosions in front of
the gun-terrel.

2) 1In 1948, small quantities of amrunition for the Soviet T-34's and
the British Cromwslls were distributed to individual tank units.
Because of the lack of ammunition, the firing vas limited to gun-
nars and tank commanders who fired 12 rounds sach. The remaining
mormbers of tank erews fired only the machine guns mounted on tanks.

d. Sraye Parts and Repairs

1) There is an acute shortage of spare parts, particularly for the
British types of tanks,in spite of the faet that the British
Military Administration (aie) furnished Czechoslovakia with spare
parte in 1945-46. Tanks were formerly repaired mostly in the -
Zbrojovka at Prelouc in Bohemiay at present they are being ro-
raired in the Tank Armory at Senov, near Novy Jiein.

2) All tank brigades and the Tank Training Conter have their own ro~
ralr shops.

3) The serviceability of tanks is constantly decreasing as the engines
are wearing out and cannot be repaired satisfactorily. On the average
the serviceability of British Cromwlls and Challengers is now only
40%; the sorviceability of other typss is about 50%.

6. Fuels

The 80-octans gasoline for the British tanks is not of the same quality
ag that used in Great Britain and is very scarce. There is a general
shortage of fuels. A%t present thers are no oils of the quality required
for the British tanks, and only substitutes are besing used,

f. Qther Tank Bricades Vohicles

1) The (Gzechoslovak Army had approximately 30 light Amerdican Stuarts, which
were used enly for training purposes. Recently special courses in
the use of these tanks have bsen given to some SNB uwnits. The Czocho-
glovak Military Administration has decided or has been asled to hand
over these tanks to the Ministry of the Interfor. In addition to thesa,
there are anrproximately 40 British scout cars of the Damler type used
for reconnaissance and communication. Each of these vshicles is equip-
ped with a reliable British radio set (type 19).

!
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2) Personnel ears, trucks, and motoreyles are of British, German, Rus-
zian, and domestic origin and are at present in poor shape. . Their
serviceability is even lower than that of the tanks, i.¢. abahut 35
ﬁt-gf‘genﬁ on the average, the reasons dweing lack of -spare partg and)
-datk of technieal personnel.. - T - £ 001

3) In 1945-47 most of the repair work in Czechosloval  Army repair
shops was done for the Russian Army (by priority). The Czechoslo-
vak engines therefore deteriorated very rapidly. T sslo-

4) A tank brigade has about 60 personnel cars and trucks; of these
about 20 are serv‘fl.,ceablen . Lon G RO

Cm oy
- B

Yode. -

i (3

3. Tagk Tegts fnd Mapeuvers

a, ~ In Pebruary and June 1948, seecret tests took place at the camp nsar
Dedice in Moravia. The purpose of these tests was to find the wmost
effective tank obstacles. The following obstacles were tested: -tank

_‘trenches, pronged iron obstacles, slopses and walls, -Three types of
‘tanks wore tested: The Sovist T-34 and the Stalin, and the British
‘Cromwell, - .

b. The best results were achisved with tank trenches and the pronged iron
obstacles anchored by cables. These cbstacles therefore will be used
in the defense system of the Czechoslovak border. When the iron ob-
stacles were not anchored by iron cables, a Stalin driven at a high

speed obliquely against a line of such obstacles could break throusgh
oBX1X TR three or four linss of them. — 25X1X

2. A new tank of Czechoslovak make wms also tested. From the outside it
vesembles the Sovikt models and on the insids the British models. It
is probably manufactured by the Skoda woris in Pilsen or by the Tank )
Dopartment of Ceskomoravska Kolben-Danek in Prague, ¥

4, In July and f}ugust 1948, the ewercises in ferrying tanks acwross the
lorava Rivery took place, All Tank Brigades participated in those ex-
orcisef: - German pontoons and British Bailey sets of 40~ to 60-hben capa~'
eity were usad. Russian T-34's and British Cromwells were Fertisd acrog®X1X

Both day and ‘night oparations were tested

25X1X

©, During July and August 1948, all personnel of tank brigades of motorized
divisions having British equipment received training in operating the
Russian T-34., The training took place in Sternbark, Moravia., Live am~
munition was fired at the fimipes range in Smilgv in 'the training camp of
M. Libava, Thisgshous piat tHE Czechoslovak Army expects to reegive ad-
ditional T-=34 tanks from the Soviet Union. B
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